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LETTER FRoV 3TR FTIAVCIS BURPETT, TO HIS 
CONSTITLFNTS, THE KLBCTukS OF Wtsr- 

Zrww, ^JMf 20, 1SW. 

Sir Francis Btirdett presents his respectful compli- 
mtnts t<> the High Bailiff of Westminster, a.,d 
transoms to turn iiis answer to the letter of th« 
E-Icctun of that city, which he did him the ho- 
nuur to present to him thi* morning. 
Arthur Morris, esq. High Bailiff fir tfc 
City and Liberties of fTtitnunster. 

GENTLEMEN, Tinver, April 20, 1810. 

If any thing .could increase or confirm the 
constant resolution of mv life, never to betray 
tn« confidence you have placed in me, it y the 
kindness and aftectton which your letter of the 
27th instant testifies to me, and the wisdom and 
propriety of your conduce at the late meeting. 

A scrupulous adherence to the common law of 
this land, and the wise provisions af the ancient 
scatntes, declaratory of fcnat Jaw, which together 
funn what r understand by the C (institution, train- 
v.c our country ro an unexampled height of hap- 
piness and prosperity; and in an exact propor- 
tion to the invajifiJi and neglect of tliem, has 
the country declined. 

in defence of these laws, and (his constitution, 
I smile at any privation, to which, personal! v, 1 
may be subjected, thinking, as 1 do, that 'life 
cannot so well, and so happily, because it cannot 
be so honourably and usefully expended, as in 
defence of this our l>est Inheritance, ami in the 
maintenance of the good old cause, for which 
Hampden died in the field and Sidney and Rus- 
sell on the scaffold. 

Laws, to be entitled to respect and willing 1 
■obedience, must be pure— must come from a 
pure source— that is, from common consent, and 
through ail uncorrupt channel— that is an house 
of commons freely elected by the people. More- 
over, they who pay the reckoning ought to ex- 
amine and controul the account; and the o-tly 
controul the people can have, is by a fair repre- 
sentation in parliament. Tiie necessity' of ob- 
taining this check by a constitutional reform is 
r.'ow acknowledged by all, exeept ttmse, who, con- 
trary to law, have possessed theimelve» of a 
property i.i the house of commons, by whom 
this land, ciiis Engiand— 

t ins dear land, 
Uear, for her reputation through the world, 



Is now leas'd out— — — — 
Like to a tenement, or pelting* f.*rm ; 
England, bound in with tiie triumphant »ea, 
Whose rocky shore beats back the envious surge 
Of water/ Neptune, S now bound in with sfiame. 
With inky blots and rotten parchment bonds f 

From tiws f)ul and traiterous traifick our bo- 
rough monger sovereigns derive an immense re- 
venue, cruelly wrung from the hard hand -of ho- 
nest labour. I do, howtver, now entertain an ar- 
dent hope, that this degraded aha degrading- sys- 
tem, to which all ou- difficulties, grievances and 
dangers are owing, will at length give wav to the 
moderate but determined perseverance of a whole 
united people. 

Magna Charta, and the old law of the land, wilf 
then resume their empue— freedom will revive— 
the caterpillars of the state, coiling themselves up 
in their own naturally' narrow sphere,, will fall off 
and perish— property and political power, which, 
the Jaw never separates, will he reunited— the 
King, Tepraced in the nappy and dignified statioa 
alldtced nkn by the constitution— me people re- 
lieved from the bitterest of all curses the curse 
of Canaan— that of being the servants of servants, 
and restored to their just and indisputable rights. 
To effect these great, important, and necessary 
purposes, no exertions of mine shall ever be want- 
ing ; without their attainment, no efforts of mine 
can avail. 

Tiie people of England must speak out— they 
must do more— they must act ; and, if, following 
the example of the electors of Westminster, they 
do act. in a firm and reguiar manner, upon a con- 
certed plan— ever keeping the law and constitu- 
tion in view — they must finally succeed in recov- 
ering that to which they are legally entitled— the 
appointment of their own guardians and trustees 
for the protection of their own liberty and pro- 
perty. They must eitlur do this, or' they must 
inevitably fall a sacrifice to one or the other of 
the" most contemptible factions that ever disgrac- 
ed tiiis or any other country. 

The question is now at issue; it must now be 
ultimately determined, whether we are henceforth 
to be slaves, or t» be tree. Hold to the laws— • 
this gre.it country may recover - t forsake them— 
and it will certainly perish. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble 
servant, ■ FRANCIS BURDETT. 

I<j tiie electors of Westminster. 



* Paltry, mean— Jchn son. 
Shakespeare* Richard 11. act 2, scene 1. 
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CARRTCKTTnCUS ASST2ES. 

Wednesday, March tut 21st. the court 
proceeded to the trial of Bonirt Stezunrt, 
Dnv/il Montgomery, and. John Chambers, ac- 
cused of the murder of Alexander M'Cul- 
lousrh, near Toome, county Antrim, on 
the night of the ninth of Nor ember 'last. 

Peter Aiken, esq. said he is coroner, mid 
■was called on last November to hold an 
inquest oo the body of Alexander M'CoI- 
loogh, of Breckart, near Toome. He did 
so, and found the body so covered with 
wohnds, that be could scarcely look on it 
bein» *o shocking. These wounds he has 
no doubt occasioned the death of M'Ctd- 

John O'Xeil said, he remembers the 
ni^ht of the ninth of November, which was 
that of the murder of Alexander M'CuI- 
loua;h. Three days before it took place, 
Montgomery, Chamoers, and Stewartcal- 
led. on bun, and they then fixed the nigfctt 



of the robbery. They said they bad been 
lookiugatthe house that day, and that 
they could easily rob it themselves, but 
as they had mentioned it to hjflj, they 
wished him to be the. e~ that they would 
not bid him go to the 'inside, as "the, fa- 
mily knew h.m, and he should have a foil 
share of what was got. On the third 
night after this, the party met at. a prove 
in a moss near Toome, between eight aud 
nine at night. That was the night fixed 
upon for the robbery. When at tb* 
Moss, Montgomery proposed to go to 
Toome to boy spirits, and Turner gave 
film a hole to pay for tmm. lie went, 
and when he returned brought some bread. 
They remained in the moss for about 
half an hour, and then they proceeded 
: towards M'CulIoch's house. When thej 
came to the foot of hi** garden they t^r, 
ceived light in the bouse, by whjeh. t|nrj 
found the family had not gone tg, tlw 



